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.7HEREAS the peace of the world and the security of the United 
States and of all American States are endangered by reason of the 
establishment by the Sino -Soviet powers of an offensive military 
capability in Cuba, including bases for ballistic missiles with a 
potential range covering most of North and South America; 

wHEREAS by a Joint Resolution passed by the Congress of the 
United States and approved on October 3, 1962, it was declared that 
the United States is determined to prevent by whatever means may be 
necessary, including the use of arms, the Marxist -Leninist regime in 
Cuba from extending, by force or the threat of force, its aggressive or 
subversive activities to any part of this hemisphere, and to prevent in 
Cuba the creation or use of an externally supported military capability 
endangering the security of the United States; and 

wHEREAS the Grgan of Consultation of the American Republics 
meeting in Washington on October 23, 1962, recommended that the 
K'.ember States, in accordance with Articles 6 and 8 of the Inter -American 
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, take all measures, individually and 
collectively, including the use of armed force, which they may deem 
necessary to ensure that the Government of Cuba cannot continue to 
receive from the Sino -Soviet powers military material and related 
supplies which may threaten the peace and security of the Continent 
and to prevent the missiles in Cuba with offensive capability from ever 
becoming an active threat to the peace and security of the Continent: 

NOV/, THEREFORE, I, JOHN F. KENNEDY, President of the 
United States of America, acting under and by virtue of the authority 
conferred upon me by the Constitution and statutes of the United States, 
in accordance with the aforementioned resolutions of the United States 
Congress and of the Organ of Consultation of the American Republics, 
and to defend the security of the United States, do hereby proclaim that 
the forces under my command are ordered, beginning at 2:00 P.iv.. 
Greenwich time October 24, 1962, to interdict, subject to the instructions 
herein contained, the delivery of offensive weapons and associated materiel 
to Cuba. 


For the purposes of this Proclamation, the following are d e clar e d to 


To .enforce this order, the Secretary of Defense sh*U take appropriate 
measures to prevent the delivery of prohibited mctericl to Cuba emnloHn* 
the land, sea and air forces of ih^ Ui'^eHl States ia qco : j*t?Ho3. wlih any 
forces that may be made available by other American States, 

The Secretary of Defense may make such regulations and issue such 
directives as he deems necessary to ensure the effectiveness of this order r 
including the designation, within a reasonable distance of Cuba 3 of 
prohibited or restricted zones and of prescribed routes. 

Any vessel or craft which may be proceeding toward Cuba may be 
intercepted and may be directed to identify itself, its cargo, equipment and 
stores and its ports of caU<, to stcp e to lie to, to submit to visit and search t 
or to proceed as directed, Any vessel or craft which fails or refuses to 
respond to or comply with directions shall be subject to being taken into 
custody, Any vessel or craft which it is believed is en route to Cuba and may 
be carrying prohibited materiel or may itself constitute such materiel shall, 
wherever posaible 9 be directed to proceed to another destination of its own 
choice and shall be taJceu into custody if it fails or refuses to obey such 
directions. All vessels or craft taken into custody shall be sent into a 
port of the United States for appropriate disposition. 

In carrying out this order, force shall not be used except in case of 
failure or refusal to comply with directions, or with regulations or directives 
of the Secretary of Defense issued hereunder, after reasonable efforts have 
been made to communicate them to the vessel or craft, or in case of self- 
defense. In any case, force shall be used only to the extent necessary* 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 

Done in the City of Washington this twenty-third day of October 

in the year of our Lord, nineteen 
hundred and sixty «two 5 and of the 
Independence of the United States 
of America the one hundred and 
eighty- seventh. 


JOHN F, KENNEDY 

By the President: 
DEAN RUSK 

Secretary of State. 
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"7HERZAS the peace of the world and the security of the United 
States and of all American States are endangered by reason of the 
establishment by the 3ino -Soviet powers of an offensive military 
capability in Cuba, including bases for ballistic missiles with a 
potential range covering most of North and South America; 

wHEREAS by a Joint Resolution passed by the Congress of the 
United States and approved on October 3, 1962, it was declared that 
the United States is determined to prevent by whatever means may be 
necessary, including the use of arms, the Marxist-Leninist regime in 
Cuba from extending, by force or the threat of force, its aggressive or 
subversive activities to any part of this hemisphere, and to prevent in 
Cuba the creation or use of an externally supported military capability 
endangering the security of the United States; and 

..-HEREAS the Organ of Consultation of the American Republics 
meeting in Washington on October 23, 1962, recommended that the 
kember States, in accordance with Articles 6 and 8 of the Inter-American 
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, take all measures, individually and 
collectively, including the use of armed force, which they may deem 
necessary to ensure that the Government of Cuba cannot continue to 
receive from the Sino -Soviet powers military material and related 
supplies which may threaten the peace and security of the Continent 
and to prevent the missiles in Cuba with offensive capability from ever 
becoming an active threat to the peace and security of the Continent: 

NOV/, THEREFORE, I, JOHN F. KENNEDY, President of the 
United States of America, acting under and by virtue of the authority 
conferred upon me by the Constitution and statutes of the United States, 
in accordance with the aforementioned resolutions of the United States 
Congress and of the Organ of Consultation of the American Republics, 
and to defend the security of the United States, do hereby proclaim that 
the forces under my command are ordered, beginning at 2:00 P.iv.. 
Greenwich time October 24, 1962, to interdict, subject to the instructions 
herein contained, the delivery of offensive weapons and associated materiel 
to Cuba. 

For the purposes of this Proclamation, the following are declared to 
be prohibited materiel: 

Surface -to-surface missiles; bomber aircraft; bombs, air-to- 
surface rockets and guided missiles; warheads for any of the above 
weapons; mechanu.a* or electronic equiomeni to .support or operate 
the above items; end anv other classes of materiel hereafter desig- 
nated by the Secretary of Defense for the p'urpbse* of effectuating 
this Proclamation, 


more 

87- D0S02124- P8 


P ^SxgB Sony^ifhin a. reasonable distance of Cuba o£ 


prohibited or restricted zones and of prescribed routes. 

Any vessel or craft which may be proceeding toward Cuba may be 
intercepted and may be directed to identify itself, its cargo, equipment and 
stores and its ports ofcaJJoto stcp„ to lie to, to submit to visit and search e 
or to proceed as directed, Any vessel or craft which fails or refuses to 
respond to or comply with directions shall be subject to being taken into 
custody, Any vessel or craft which it is believed is en route to Cuba and may 
be carrying prohibited materiel or may itself constitute such materiel shall, 
wherever possible, be directed to proceed to another destination of its own 
choice and shall be taJceu into custody if it fails or refuses to obey such 
directions. All vessels or craft taken into custody shall be sent into a 
port of the United States for appropriate disposition. 

In carrying out this order 3 force shall not be used except in case of 
failure or refusal to comply with directions, or with regulations or directives 
of the Secretary of Defense issued hereunder, after reasonable efforts have 
been made to communicate them to the vessel or craft, or in case of self- 
defense. In any case, force shall be used only to the extent necessary* 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
3eal of the United States o£ America to be affixed* 

Done in the City of Washington this twenty-third day of October 

in the year of our Lord, nineteen 
hundred and sixty «two and of the 
Independence of the United States 
of America the one hundred and 
eighty- seventh. 


JOHN F, KENNEDY 

By the President: 
DEAN RUSK 

Secretary of State. 
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3Y THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS the peace of the world and the security of the United 
States and of all American States are endangered by reason oi the 
establishment by the Sino -Soviet powers oi an offensive military 
capability in Cuba, including bases for ballistic missiles with a 
potential range covering most oi North and South America; 

WHEREAS by a Joint Resolution passed by the Congress oi the 
United States and approved on October 3, 1962, it was declared that 
the United States is determined to prevent by whatever means may be 
necessary, including the use of arms, the Marxist -Leninist regime 
in Cuba from extending, by force or. the threat of force, its 
aggressive or subversive activities to' any part of this hemisphere, 
and to prevent in Cuba the creation or use of an externally supported 
military capability endangering the security of the United States; 

and 

"YFEPEAS -:he Ornan of Consultation of the American Republics 
mocrir..^ in. V, --.-.a.i: r, ;^~ On October 23, 1962, recommended that the 
Member States, _u accordances with Articles 6 and 8 of the Inter-American 
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Treaty 'of Reciprocal Assistance, take all measures, individually 

and collectively, including the use of armed force, which they 

may deem necessary to ensure that the Government of Cuba cannot 

continue to receive from the Sino-Soviet powers military material 

and related supplies which may threaten the peace and security 

of the Continent and to prevent the missiles in Cuba with offensive 

capability from ever becoming an active threat to the peace and 

security of the Continent: 

NOW, THZRZFORE, I, JOHN F. KZNNEDY, President of the 

United States of America, ar-ting under and by virtue of the authority 

conferred upon me by the Constitution and statutes of the United 

States, in accordance with the aforementioned resolutions of the 

United States Congress and of the Organ of Consultation of the 

American Republics, and to defend the security of the United States, 

do hereby proclaim that the forces under my command are crderci, 

beginning at 2:00 P. .M. Greenwich time October 24, 1962, to 

interdict, subject to the instructions herein contained, the delivery 

"of offensive weapons and associated materiel to Cuba. 
-- ... ■ ■- ' 

To:? the purposes of this Proclamation, the following are 

declared to be prohibited materiel:__ 

' \ Patrol c:-:ait ; motor torpedo boats or other craft 
witii ar.Ti?dr:ent provisions, and their armament, in- 
cluding surface-to- surface missiles and torpedoes; | 
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A PROCLAMATION 


WHEREAS the peace of the world and the security of the united 
States and of all American States are endangered by reason oi the 
establishment by the Sino -Soviet powers of an offensive military 
capability in Cuba, including bases for ballistic missiles wi-h a 
potential range covering most of North and South America; 

WHEREAS by a Joint Resolution passed by the Congress of the 
United States and approved on October 3, 1962, it was declared that 
the United States is determined to prevent by whatever means may be 
necessary, including the use of arms, the Marxist -Leninist regime 
in Cuba from extending, by force or the threat of force, its 
aggressive or subversive activities to any part of this hemisphere, 
and to preyor/.: in Cuba the creation or use of an externally supported 
military capability endangering the security of the United States; 
and 

WHEPEAS zIl* Organ of Consultation of the American Republics 
mse-ir.;* in V; -c.izn^jon On October 23, 1962, recommended that the 
Member Stages. j.n ^ccord^.nce with Articles 6 and 8 of the Inter -American 
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and collectively, including the use of armed force, which they 

may deem necessary to ensure that the Government of Cuba cannot 

continue to receive from the Sine-Soviet powers military material 

and related supplies which may threaten the peace and security 

of the Continent and to prevent the missiles in Cuba with offensive 

capability from ever becoming an active threat to the peace and 

security of the Continent: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN F. KENNEDY, President of the 

united States of America, ar-ting under and by virtue of the authority 

conferred upon me by the Constitution and statutes of the United 

States, in accordance with the aforementioned resolutions of the 

United States Congress and of the Organ of Consultation of the 

American Republics, and to defend the security of the United States, 

do hereby proclaim that the forces under my command are ordered, 

beginning at 2:00 P. M. Greenwich time October 24, 1962, to 

interdict, subject to the instructions herein contained, the delivery 

o£ offensive weapons and associated materiel to Cuba. 
- ... • e 

To:: the purposes cf this Proclamation, the following are 
declared to be prohibited materiel: _ 

\ Patrol c;:*-£t.. motor torpedo boats or other craft 
wit"; armament provisions, and their armament, in- 
cluding surfacr^-'-c- surface missiles and toroedoes 
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Iirrid-bcM^4 surface-to-surface missiles; bomber &tkL 
f&g&tv T - br>«ajis r aircraft; bombs, air-to-surface rockets 
and guided missiles; warheads for any of the above 
weapons; mechanical or electronic equipment to support 
or operate the above items; and any other classes of 
materiel hereafter designated by the Secretary of Defense 
for the purpose of effectuating this Proclamation. 
To enforce this order, the Secretary of Defense shall take appro- 
priate measures to prevent the delivery of prohibited materiel to Cuba, 
employing- the land, sea, and air forces of the United States in coopera- 
tion with any forces that may be made available by other American 
States. 

The Secretary of Defense may make such regulations and issue 
such directives as he deems necessary to ensure the effectiveness 
of this order, including the designation, within a reasonable distance \ 
of Cuba, of prohibited or restricted zones and of prescribed routes. 
Any vessel or craft which may be proceeding toward Cuba may 
be intercepted and may be directed to identify itself, its cargo, equip- 
ment and stores and its portr of call, to stop, to lie to, to submit 
to v" .*' and search, or to proceed as directed. Any vessel or craft. 
„_„which. fails. pr^Tefuses. to. respond to or comply with directions shall 
be subject to being taken in -ustody. Any vessel or craft which it 
is believed is en route to Cuba and may be carrying prohibited materiel 
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or may itself constitute such materiel shall, wherever possible, be 
directed to proceed to another destination of its own choice and 

IT 

shall KtJt be taken into custody '^rtte>s it fails or r erases to obey suci 
directions. Ail vessels or craft taken into custody shall be sent 
into a port of the United States for appropriate disposition. 

la carrying out this order, force shall not be used except in 
case of failure or refusal to comply with directions, or with regula- 
tions or directives of the Secretary of Defense issued hereunder, 
after reasonable efforts have been made to communicate them, to the 
vess-el or craft, or in case of seif-c.efer.se. In any case, force shall 
be used only to the extent necessary. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 

Done in the City of Washington this twenty-third day of October 

in the year of our Lord, nineteen 
hundred and sixty -two, and of the 

Independence of the United States 

f 
of America the one hundred and 

eighty- seventh. 


By the President:. 


weapons; mechanical or electronic equipment to support 
or operate the above items; and any other classes of 
materiel hereafter designated by the Secretary of Defease 
for the purpose of effectuating this Proclamation. 
To enforce this order, the Secretary of Defer.se shall take appro- 
priate measures to prevent the delivery of prohibited materiel to Cuba 
employing the land, sea, and air forces of the United States in coopera 
tion with any forces that may be made available by ether American 
States. 

The Secretary of Defer.se may make such regulations and issue 
such directives as he deems necessary to ensure the effectiveness 

ithin a reasonable distance \ 
of Cuba, of prohibited or restricted zones and of prescribed routes. 
Any vessel or craft which may be proceeding toward Cuba may 
be intercepted and may be directed to identify itself, its cargo, equip- 
ment and stores and its ports of call, to step, to lie to, to submit 
to \ " and search, or to proceed as directed. Any vessel or craft, 
which fails. or refuses to respond to or comply with directions shall 
be subject to being taken into custody. Any vessel or craft which it 
is believed is en route to Cuba and may be carrying prohibited materiel 
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directed to proceed to another destination 01 its own cnoice and 
shall arot be taken into custody urrTe>s it fails or refuses to obey sue: 
directions. All vessels or craft taken into custody shall be sent 
into a port of the United States for appropriate disposition. 

In carrying out this order, force shall not be used except :n 
case of failure or refusal to comply with directions, or wim regula- 
tions or directives of the Secretary of Defense issued hereunder, 
after reasonable efforts have been made to communicate them, to tr.e 
vessel or craft, or in case ci self-cefense. In any case, force sha— 
be used only to the extent necessary. 

IN 7/ITNZSS V/H2RZ0F, I have hereunto set my hand and cause. 
the seal of the united States of America to be affixed. 

Done in the City of V^ashingtcn this twenty -third day of October 


in me ye^ 


nundred and sixtv 


Independence 01 tne united states 
of America the one hundred and 
eighty- seventh. 
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